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Congratulations to Dr. Tex Kissoon!

Global Sepsis Alliance elects new
president: Dr. Tex Kissoon

Dr. Niranjan 'Tex' Kissoon was elected as President by the Board of the
Global Sepsis Alliance on November 10, 2020, succeeding Dr. Konrad
Reinhart. Dr. Kissoon previously served as the Vice President, and has
provided the organization with support and direction from its inception.

He states:

"A world free of sepsis is worth the effort.”"A world free of sepsis is worth the effort.”

C&W Global Health Updates

ASPIRE Trial Resumes in Uganda

Following a 6-month hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the ASPIRE trial is back underway! ASPIRE is a pragmatic,
sequential, cluster randomized trial design comparing the
effectiveness of two cervical cancer screening models for
self-collected HPV testing in Eastern Uganda: 1) community
health worker recruitment (door-to-door); and 2)
community health meetings. Follow-up with Arm 1
participants assessing knowledge retention and barriers
and facilitators to screening was completed in October.
Arm 2 recruitment is currently underway following some
minor revisions to research activities to adhere to COVID-
19 risk mitigation protocols in Uganda.

On Tuesday, November 17th, the World Health
Organization formally launched the Global Strategy to

Accelerate the Elimination of Cervical Cancer which also highlighted the Action Plan for the Elimination of
Cervical Cancer in Canada, 2020-2030. The implementation of this global strategy was driven by researchers,
clinicians, communities, and advocates from around the world, including ASPIRE’s Principle Investigator, Dr. Gina
Ogilvie, who is a member of Canada’s Action Plan’s Advisory Committee, HPV immunization Working Group, and
HPV Screening Working Group. On November 10th Vancouver’s BC Place was illumined in teal to celebrate this
historic event!

http://www.bcchildrens.ca/international
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/17/default-calendar/launch-of-the-global-strategy-to-accelerate-the-elimination-of-cervical-cancer#:~:text=On November 17%2C following the,and hosted by WHO leadership.
https://s22457.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Elimination-cervical-cancer-action-plan-EN.pdf
https://www.bcplace.com/news/2020-11-10/bc-place-glows-teal-for-cervical-cancer-awareness


Launching the next stage of Smart Triage

This October we launched the next phase of Smart Triage, a data-
driven and evidence-based platform and quality improvement (QI)
system to improve care for children with sepsis at hospitals. Smart
Triage builds on the work of Pocket Doc, a digital triaging platform.
With Pocket Doc, frontline health workers can rapidly identify
children at high risk of mortality to facilitate timely and effective
treatment, using a mobile application with embedded smart
algorithms and dashboard located at strategic locations within the
hospital. To maximize the impact of Pocket Doc, we combined the
digital triaging platform with ongoing reporting, training, and facility
surveys to drive sustainable and continuous QI.

Now, we will be working with the Uganda Catholic Medical Bureau,
Walimu, and the Uganda Ministry of Health to implement and
evaluate Smart Triage at 4 hospitals across Uganda. Implementing
and evaluating the program in these varied contexts is a key step

towards transitioning to scale Smart Triage. We expect to complete site selection and begin baseline data
collection at all sites by spring 2021. Thank you to Grand Challenges Canada, who are supporting these exciting
next steps!

Smart Discharges:
Scaling Up Sustainably
Over the past several years, the Smart Discharges program has
been focused on model validation and early implementation at
select health facilities in Uganda. Preliminary evidence suggested
the program reduces post-discharge mortality by as much as 30%!
Through advocacy, we built a broad coalition of support among
key stakeholders, leading to improved post-discharge care policies
backed by the Uganda Ministry of Health. 

Our next phase of the Smart Discharge program is focused on
ensuring widespread adoption of Smart Discharges practices
throughout Uganda by building capacity that ensures
sustainability. To do this, we are conducting a series of studies,
each corresponding to a specific objective to help us determine
“how best to scale.” Data collection for our first study began in
October 2020 and aims to evaluate the pediatric discharge process
at a nationally repressive sample of health facilities using the
Pediatric Sepsis Data CoLaboratory’s 5-survey Environmental Scan.



Studies 2-4 are currently in the final stages of planning and are
expected to be implemented in January 2021.

Publication Spotlight

Whole blood genome-wide transcriptome profiling and metagenomics next-generation sequencing in young
infants with suspected sepsis in a low-and middle-income country: A study protocol. Popescu CR, Tembo B, Chifisi
R et al.[version 2; peer review: 2 approved with reservations]. Gates Open Res 2020, 4:139
(https://doi.org/10.12688/gatesopenres.13172.2)

There is a global need to advance knowledge of sepsis in infants, but a lack of diagnostic tests and epidemiological
data in this population, particularly in LMICs. This knowledge gap creates a barrier to diagnosis and positive
outcomes. This prospective study aims to decrease this gap in knowledge by obtaining epidemiological data on
bacterial sepsis in newborns and infants in Malawi, in order to study the prevalence of sepsis and contribute to the
diagnostic precision of using RNA-Seq and mNGS. This study protocol offers a mechanism for data collection and
diagnostic testing with the potential to advance understanding of sepsis in infants.

Want to share something you’ve recently published? We’d love to hear from you . 

Call for New Members | Join the Sepsis CoLab
The Pediatric Sepsis Data CoLaboratory (Sepsis CoLab) is an international data-
sharing network of healthcare workers, policy makers, researchers, and
advocacy partners working to address pediatric sepsis mortality and morbidity.
The Sepsis CoLab provides a virtual platform for high quality data collection and
sharing that enables improved modelling and analytics, drives quality
improvement in clinical care, and facilities a community for sharing best
practices and for advocacy globally. CoLab Members have access to guidelines,
tools, data, algorithms, and many other resources shared through our Scholars
Portal Dataverse.

For those interested in joining the Pediatric Sepsis CoLab, we invite you to
complete our 5-minute long membership application survey:

Learn More Here

CICH Trainee Spotlight

Nicola During Nicola's six months  as a
research assistant with the CICH,
her work focused on maternal

https://doi.org/10.12688/gatesopenres.13172.2
mailto:cichinfo@cw.bc.ca
https://rc.bcchr.ca/redcap/surveys/?s=EDCYL7AC79
https://files.constantcontact.com/2f9ea0e0601/51b99f9e-42e5-4167-b6f8-d392e56c1ccc.pdf


Symonds
Research

Assistant

Interview Here

health as she reviewed risks for
postpartum mortality and
hospital readmission in low-
resource settings. Nicola is now
beginning her studies as a
medical student. She hopes to
include global perspectives and
opportunities in her training.

<- Learn more about Nicola's
work by clicking the button!

Events & Opportunities

World AIDS Day Seminar
Tuesday, December 1st - 9-10 AM

Dr. Angela Kaida – Associate Professor (SFU), Women’s Health Research Institute (WHRI),
Canada Research Chair in Global Perspectives in HIV and SRHR
HIV prevention, youth, and gender: What shapes willingness to participate in PrEP studies
among adolescents and young adults in Durban and Soweto, South Africa?

Dr. Musaed Abrahams – Founder & CEO Aviro Health
(i) Ithaka – Providing youth friendly HIV counselling services & (ii) Ithaka - Improving access
to HIV counselling & support across South Africa and Kenya through digital health

Dr. Herbert Muyina  - Director of the Child Health & Development Centre (CHDC), College of
Health Sciences, Makerere University
COVID-19 Pandemic and HIV/AIDS Care Dilemmas in Uganda: Lessons Learned

RSVP Here

UBC Global Health Conference | January 28, 2021

RSVP Here

The 2021 Global Health Conference is an event for global health researchers, students and organizations
to come together and explore the impacts of COVID-19 on child health.

http://www.bcchildrens.ca/globalhealth/Documents/2020-07 CICH Staff and Trainee Interviews - Nicola Symonds - For Web.pdf
https://rc.bcchr.ca/redcap/surveys/?s=WXYAFXK437
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/global-health-conference-2021-tickets-127072095057


Attendance for this conference is FREE and open to everyone. All attendees must register via Eventbrite .

Poster Competition: If you are involved in global health research and are interested in presenting at the
conference, please fill out this form: https://ctu.bcchr.ca/

WANTED
Photos showing your

sepsis experience

This year, "Fighting Infections" is a category
for the @wellcometrust Photography Prize.

Do you have a photo that shows your sepsis
experience - as a patient, an advocate,

healthcare worker, or researcher?

Enter Here

Grant Opportunities

BCCHR Post-Doctoral Fellowship Awards

Due: Dec 11, 2020

Salary support for PDFs supervised by a research Investigator at BC Children’s Hospital.
$40,000/yr for up to 2 years. Details here.

MSFHR Research Trainee Program

LOI Due: Dec 7, 2020
Full Application: Feb 12, 2021

Supports post-doctoral or health professional
researchers in BC. $45,000/yr of salary support +
$4,500/yr of research allowance, for up to 3
years. Details here.

MSFHR Scholar Program

LOI Due: Dec 7, 2020
Full Application: Feb 5, 2021

Supports BC early-career health researchers in
building and developing their programs of
research. $90,000/yr for up to 5 years. Provides
salary support for the applicant or research staff
and trainees working on the applicant’s research
program. Details here.

Operating Grants for Early Career
Investigators in Maternal,
Reproductive, Child & Youth Health

Registration: Dec 15, 2020
Full application: Jan 26, 2021
 
The Institute of Human Development, Child and
Youth Health is now accepting proposals from
early-career Canadian investigators. $105,000
over 3 years. Details here. 

E.W. "AI" Thrasher Awards

Concept Paper: Jan 19, 2021
Full application (Invitation Only): Apr 20, 2021

Supports hypothesis-driven medical research
that addresses significant health problems in
children's health and offers innovative and
broader applicable solutions with low barriers to
implementation. Up to 3 years of support.
Median funding amount is USD $320,000. Open
to applicants from any country. Details here.

 
Have questions, suggestions, or something to share?

Email us at cichinfo@cw.bc.ca so we can include it in our next quarterly
eUpdate. Follow us on Twitter @cichinfo for regular updates!

Centre for International Child Health | BC Children's Hospital | cichinfo@cw.bc.ca 
If you would no longer like to receive our newsletter please send us an email with subject heading "Unsubscribe"
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